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BELLINGHAM CENTER 100 YEARS AGO 


view from in front of the First Baptist 
Church looking north towards the Town Hall. 
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In 1858 this was the M. Thayer Home. 
1898, it was the Webber Home. 
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The last 


family to reside here was the Jerrett 


Family. 
ning Board office. 


CENTER SCHOOL /DISTRICT Sekt #10 No. 
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This building is now the Plan- 


CENTER SCHOOL/DISTRICT SCHOOL #10 No. 2 
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PRESENT 
TOWN COMMON 


In 1873, Reverand Massey bought the old one- 
room schoolhouse and had it moved. A new two- 
story building was built on the original site. 
In 1876, the Town Clerk's records list the schoolf} 
as 'Grammar' and 'Primary'. In 1887, the school 
was named 'Massey" in honor of Reverand Joseph T. 
Massey, Pastor of the First Baptist Church. 

In 1890, two stoves were purchased for heat. 
Until 1894, only the lower room was used. From 
1894 to 1895, there was a three-year high school 
in the upper room. From 1895 to 1899, it was 
reduced to a two-year high school and then was 
discontinued. 

In 1898, the downstairs had five grades. 

In 1901, $3,000 was voted to remodel! and add 
two more rooms to the 'Massey' School. 

In 1903, three grades were in each of the 
three rooms. 

In 1905, a library was opened in the fourth 
room which was moved from across the street. It 
existed here until 1928 when it was moved to the 
Town Hall. 

The original school bell that once called 
students to class is on exhibit in the Town Hal] 
Annex. 


ANNEX . No. 3 


This building was built in 1942 as a W.P.A. 
}Project and became the Highway Department Barn. 

Two years later it was shared with the Fire Depart- 
ment. The installation of a heating system allowed 
the Fire Department to keep a fire truck here. This 
building was designated as Station #2. 

In 1965, a new Fire/Police Station was built 
upon the Town Common and this building was then 
jused exclusively by the Highway Department. In 
1973, a new Highway Barn was built on Blackstone 
Street. 

This building remainec vacant for one year. 

In 1974, Wilfred Arcand renovated the old building 
‘into new town offices. This building became known 
jas the Town Hall Annex. 


OLD 
TOWN COMMON No.. 4 


On December 26, 1870, the Town purchased from 
William Bates additional land for a Town Common. 
This land was located adjacent to the Town Hall. 
The land was proposed to 'forever remain a common'. 

In 1871, a bandstand was built and concerts 
were held on the Village Green. 

The Massey, or Center, School was built upon 
the Common in 1873. A town lockup was built in 
1875. 

In 1892, the first observance of Memorial Day 
was held upon the Green when the Grand Army of the 
Rebpublic Veterans marched from Franklin. They 
marched along the present Route 140 to the Center 
Cemetery, the Civil War Monument and then onto the 
Town Common accompanied by the Bellingham Band and 
a parade of carriages. 

The Bellingham Grange was organized in 1892. 
At the end of each Summer, the Grangewould hold a 
fair. Sewing, cooking, vegetables and flowers 


A big tent was put up in the middle of the Common 
where clam chowder dinners were served. All kinds 
of games were played and even an afternoon ‘greased 
pig' race was held. 


By simply waiting with a nickel, one could get a 
ride to adjoining towns or just up the street. 

Around 1900, Nicholas Bourcier built a bench 
around a chestnut tree to serve as a resting place 
for those awaiting the trolley. It was also popu- 
lar with the school children who would sit to eat 
lunch and talk with classmates. Many years later 
the tree was cut down and in 1950, replaced with a 
wooden bus stop shelter. 


grown on farms were brought to be judged for prizes. 


In 1899, the M.A. & W. trolley went by the Common. 


BELLINGHAM CENTER 1898 


‘Welcome Home Day' was held on September 27, 
1919,in honor of Bellingham World War I Veterans. 

An ‘Honor Roll' was displayed and hung in the Town 
Hall. Town Buildings were decorated and the band- 
Stand was renovated. A parade was held at 2:00 p.m. 
‘Our Bous' were escorted by the Band and local school 
children laid flowers on the soldiers' monument. 

The guest speaker was Senator David Walsh, a popular 
national figure. Exercises were held in the Church 
to commemorate the 200th anniversary of Bellingham. 
A banquet was served at 6:00 p.m., in the Town 

Hall with a fireworks display at 11:30 p.m. to wrap 
up the festivities. 

In 1842, the Civil Defense purchased an'Honor 
Roll' to be displayed on the Town Common. This 
Honor Roll contained all the names of the Bellingham 
Veterans who fought in World War II. 

In 1965, the Town built a new Police/Fire Station 
upon the Town Common. This brought Bellingham's 
Town Village Green to an end. 
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ae WORLD WAR I MONUMENT No. ¢ 


This monument was dedicated to the Bellingham — 
Veterans who served during World War I, (1917 - 
1919). It was erected by the Town of Bellingham | 
in 1920. 


_ GRANGE FAIR DAY 1909 
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Of these seventy-five men the forty whose names are | 


marked A crossed the ocean. 
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John J. Allen, Aviation (A) Henry Lemire mf} 
William IH. Allison (A) Frederick KE. Lipset t (A) f 
Herbert B. Arnold, Regular Army (A) Willian R. Mann (A) I ] 
Samuel W. Baader, Artillery (A) John E. McMahon i” | 
George Baxter (A) William M. McMahon, Naval Reserve | 
John Baxter (A) George M. Melrose, A-vaulion 
Norman Baxter Robert B. Melrose 
Albert Bernier, Navy (A) Jlervie E. Miette (A) 
Josapbat O. Bernier (A) Joseph E. Miner (A) 
Wilfred G. Bernier, Signal Corps (A) Matthew F. Mooney (A) 
Wilfred Boiteau John J. Murphy | 
Alexander W. Brown, Artillery Ernest A. Nasb (A) 
Harland Cook William P.0'Co | 
rlan 0) liam P. O’ i | 
TOWN HALL No. 5 Andor DeJony (A) Emil Paquin a 
eee th erst ee wet poet pe SS Paquin, PAB 
On September 15, 1800, David Jones gave tne esi de eg a tebe eas | 
; 1 Rese Aliksander Piascik (A 
Town of Bellingham one acre of land for oh pur Tapered Dorval, Jr, Artillery Sinund Reiterae : 
: = - = _F Frank Rattier (A) y 
pose of ‘erecting a public building upon for the Netty Rasen es ak . 
use of said inhabitants to transact their public Dear do event (A) ‘Artitor Av Bled Artilers 
concerns in at all times...and also for the eek 77 iain (A) aS pe — } 
= F fae : oseph Fi » 0 F 
accomodation of said Religious Society for a William V. Flannagan (A) hearer ei preety 
House of Public Worship, forever or so long Cocos Foley (A) heap a Nawal Meserve 
“ = ° * . Ko 5 S 
as said inhabitants shall continue to keep a Williams M. Poy. Navy Nani Sanh (a) i 
convenient house upon said land’. Knee paar ace cella yee | 
The Town Hall was built in 1802 by George ee can Ay ed Wits Ae | 
Hill of Smithfield, Rhode Island for $4,000. The Srederice eaaaae piven Spe ee 
- : obert IJ. Wunter, Aviation seph Tessicr (A ' 
Town paid $1,000, and the balance was paid of f Michael J. Kahbede! Neil Reserve sa grees (cd) f 
from the rental of-pews. j peta bbege ree Aviation (A) -lfesety: J. Walsh, Naval Reserve 
: J. Waldo i 3. While, N: Ad 
Also in 1802, ‘puns' or ‘'eatables' were on Patrick H. Kiera Navy Wilham Yr. Wright (A) 
sale at town meetings. Honorius Laudreville 
In 1840, the third floor of the Town Hall yi 
was completed for use as an amory. At that time 7 
there were 132 persons involved with the local 1 
militia, (Bellingham Rifles). Oyster suppers PETERSON MEMORIAL No. 7 
and socials were also held in the building. ( ] i 
In 1843, a stove was installed while in This flagpole is dedicated in memory of Sergeanty 
1852, part of the lower floor was rented out John Peterson, a Vietnam War Veteran and citizen of | 
for a boot shop. Bellingham, who was killed in action on October 18, § 
The Town 'voted' in 1856, that the Town Hall W972. | 
be used for 'good and lawful dance'. 
For the United States Centennial in 1876, an 
'Old Tyme Supper' was held. Grammar School PRIVATE RESIDENCE No. § ; 
graduations took place in the Town Hall. mare 
On May 22, 1892, the Bellingham Grange, __This may have been the original 1830 school — | 
Number 190, was organized and met here for nearly building. Initially it was a one-room school which” 
100 years. has since expanded. All eight grades were taught ~ 
Starting in 1906, there were Minstrel shows therein. | 


and dances, male and female singers and fiddlers, 
puppet shows, Old Folks Concerts, ham and bean 
suppers, the Elite Orchestra, Old Home Days, 
N.Y.A., 4H, Young Peoples, Quilting, Ladies Aid 
Society, Mom-He-Mae Girls and Dramatic Club 
Meetins which all were held there. 

The Town Hall was remodeled in 1910. Tin 
ceilings were put in along with a kitchen, dining 
room, vault and offices. Kerosene lamps were 
used until 1913 when the Union Light and Power 
Company of Franklin first supplied electricity to 
the building. 

On October 09, 1941, an Observation Post was 
established on the top floor. The post was manned 
24 hours a day during World War II, (1941 - 1945). 
It was used to report the position of spotted 
planes to the main office of Civil Defense 
Headquarters. 

Also in 1941, a two-horsepower siren was instal- 
led upon the Town Hall. It was to warn inhabitants 
of possible air raids. 

The 1976 Bi-Centennial Quilt which hangs on 
display was created by the Bellingham Quilters 
Group. 


WALNUT FARM DAIRY No. 9 


The Walnut Farm Dairy stood until 1965 when it 
was demolished to make room for the future Almacs 
grocery store. 


MENDON AND MECHANIC STREETS No. 79 


There were several attempts made during the 
early 1900's to change these two streets names 
to Thomas Jefferson Boulevard. 
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: As corner of route 149 and i126 as aa 


POWDER HOUSE wo. Th 


There was a smal], stone structure that once 
stood here. It housed the gunpowder for the 
Bellingham Rifles, (the local Milita). It stood 
from 1814 until 1840. 


The new Town Common was dedicated here 
Jat this site on November 22,1997. 
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OLD PARSONAGE HOUSE No. / 9 


. The Baptist pastor, Reverand Joseph T. Massey, 
was the first to reside here from 1834 until 1840, 
-and again from 1847 until 1878. The Center School, 
(Massey School) was named in his honor. The 
first woman ordained in Massachusetts, Reverand 


“i Emma J.C. Park, was pastor here from 1919 to 
Ve 1925. The Center First Baptist Church sold 
the home and property in 1946. 


B.A. WHITE HOUSE Mendon St./Brook St. 


Authoress Betsy Ann White resided here. She 
wrote under the name of 'Dadama', a book titled 
‘Three Holes in the Chimney', in 1886. She also 
wrote the book, ‘Richmond and Way Stations'. In 
this book she describes the Civil War battle 
between the two ironclad ships, the 'Monitor' 
and ‘%he ‘Merrimac’. 


THAYER STORE No-/3 


L. Francis Thayer built and opened a store here 
in 1895. Early on, Thayer went around personally 
to take orders. The store first operated as a 
general store with dry goods, keorsene, and 
gasoline being sold. Wood, coal and grain were 
also available. Wirthmore Grain and Feed was sold 
for 75 years. Home deliveries were made in town. 

A Post Office was established in the store with 
Edward E. Rockwood appointed Postmaster in 1895. 

In 1915, Earl Thayer was appointed Postmaster and 
served for 42 years. 

In 1930, Socony gas was sold at the single pump 
outside the store. Nearby was a large elm tree 
under which the 'Nash' girls would sell-'duck sand- 
wiches' every Sunday. 

Water for the Center School was taken from the 
Thayer's horse barn. When there was a fire in 
town, it was mainly the Thayer horses used to pull 
the 'converted' fire wagon. 


The Thayer store went out of business at 6:00 
p.m. on December 18, 1964. Thayers barn and Wirth- 
more Feed and Grain was converted into the 'Center 
Shoppes'. The grand opening of this new mini- 
plaza was on March 05, 1965. 


ELDREDGE HOUSE wno.]4¢ 


In 1823, a Post Office opened here. Wright 
Curtis was appointed Post Master. 

On December 05, 1894, Miss Sara Tufts Rockwood 
opened a reading room and library in her home. 
The library was housed in the same room as the 
former Post Office. 

The library was open Tuesday evenings from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m, and Saturdays from 4:00 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., and again from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
One must have been at least 14 years of age to take 
out a book. Books could be taken for up to two 
weeks with a 2 cent fine, per day, for all overdue 
books. 128 books were available to the public. The 
library was moved to the Massey (Center) School in 
1905. 


SPENCER SQUARE N° /5 


The Edward Leon Spencer Square was dedicated 
on May 30, 1937. Seaman 2nd Class Edward Leon 
Spencer died September 26, 1918, during World War 
One. He contracted pneumonia due ta exposure while 
rescuing another from drowning. His funeral was 
held in the First Baptist Church and is buried in 
the Center Cemetery. 
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SOLDIERS MONUMENT NofG 


This monument was constructed in 1874 and dedi- 
cated to ten Bellingham Veterans who were killed 
during the Civil War, (1861 - 1864). The base of 
the monument is 12 feet wide and stands 16.5 feet 
from ground level to the tip. It stands in honor 
of the following: 

Thomas Carey 

W. Ellis Cook 

Moses Drake 

C. Philip Hancock 

Jos. W. Holbrook 


Jairas Lawrence 

Joseph Osgood 

H. Perry Slocum 

Calvin C. Thayer 
Lewis E. Whitney 


All school children at M. 


emorial Day 


exercises 1923 


This water trough is being refurbished 
and will be moved to the Bellingham 
Town Common this coming spring. 


WATER TROUGH Nof7 


In 1904, the town voted to purchase and install 
a drinking fountain or water trough. Henry Jenkes § 
was paid $131 for the fountain; $143.02 was paid 
for labor installation. Twenty dollars of the 
cost came from 'the Wentworth Fund! given to . 
towns to establish drinking fountains on the 
condition that 'Blessed Are the Merciful! be 
Inscribed on them. James Lilly was paid $1.25 
to do the lettering. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH Noj# 


This is the oldest Church in Bellingham. It was 
built in 1826 by Malachi and Appleton Ballard of 
Medway at a cost of $2,600. A bell was purchased 
for the steeple in 1833. The inscription on the 
bell reads, 'Cast by G.H. Holbrook, East Medway, 
Massachusatts, 1833'. The church bells were 
rung on Sundays and also to alarm the community 
in the event of an emergency. On June 17, 1939, 
the steeple was struck by lightning creating a 
small amount of damage. A Hammond Organ was pur- 
chased in 1953. In 1961, a new parsonage was built 
on South Main Street. The present pastor is Reverand 
Edward Keazirian. 


POLICE STATION Nofg 


In 1965, the combination Police and Fire Station 
was built upon the Town Common. The Fire Department 
shared one-half of the building and was designated 
as Station #2. Six full-time firefighters were 
hired in 1970 and the permanent Fire Department was 
formed. ase 

In 1989, Station #2 was moved to a new facility 
on Blackstone Street. Past Fire Chiefs who served 
the Town of Bellingham were Peter Kornicki and 
Vincent Thayer. Richard Ranieri is the current Fire 
Chief . 

The building was renovated and the new police 
station was dedicated to the memory of former Police 
Chief Euclide E. Fleuette on May 19, 1991. The 
enhanced 911 system became fully operational in 1994. 
The present Police Chief is Richard Boucher. 


Additional stories about Bellingham 
Center. 


BELLINGHAM RIFLES 


This local Militia Company was formed March 
28, 1814. It was designated as the third regi- 
ment, second brigade, first division. Soon after 
it was organized the Militia was called to Boston 
to defend the city from a possible British inva- 
Sion. On June 30, 1817, Captain Amos Holbrook 
ordered the Militia ‘armed and equipped' and 
marched the troops to the parish meeting house 
in Wrentham to be reviewed by United States 


President James Monroe. 

The Town Hall Tower was used as an amory 
where the rifles for the Militia were stored. The 
militia was disbanded in 1847. 


A painted mural in the lobby of the Police Station 
by artist Johann Bjurman, entitled 'To Serve And 
Protect', was commissioned by the Bellingham Cultural 
Council in 1993. 


DORR REBELLION 


In 1840, while the Dorr Rebellion raged in 
Rhode Island, Bellingham was constantly in danger 
of a raid. The Dorrites did, in fact, advance as 
far as Crooks Tavern in the southern part of 
town. The rebels broke into the tavern and terror- 
ized the occupants. The rebels drank what rum they 
could find and withdrew back across the border. 

An alarm was rung out by the Church bells and 
the Bellingham Militia was called to arms. 

"Great was the freight of the women and 
children. There was no sleeping in any house, no 
working and little eating for several days". As 
the Militia drilled on the Common, “we could see 
our soldiers with their high hats surmounted by 
pompoms parading in front of the town house and 
could hear the snare drum beat the time of their 
movement" .* 

Nothing further became of the incident. The 
Dorrites went on to Smithfield, Rhode Island. The 
Militia went back to the usual affairs of the town 
and al] was well. 


*John Albee. Confessions of Boyhood. 1911. 


BELLINGHAM MUSEUM (OLD LIBRARY) No. 9Q 


The building originally opened on May 15, 1930,. 
as a town library. In 1989, the library was moved to 
anew facility on Blackstone Street and this building 
remained vacant for several months. The Bellingham 
Historic Commission was granted use of the building 
and on May 20, 1990, the building was reopened to the 
public. It now houses archives and artifacts from 


Bellingham's past. 


Electric car at Bellingham Center in front of Town 
Hail before turn of the century. 


BELLINGHAM'S FIRST WELL AND WATER SYSTEM 


In the Spring of 1902, the first Town well was 
dug. It was located near the present Saint Blaise 
Chirch. The well was eleven feet deep and lined 
with brick. It was built at a cost of $257.75. 
In 1903, 1,000 feet of pipe were laid from the 
well to the Center School and the future site of the 
-7- watering trough. 


BY-GONE DAYS IN BELLINGHAM CENTER 


On a recent Saturday morning, I purchased the daily paper in a market 
in the Center of Bellingham. Upon leaving the store, I spotted a friend 
across the street I wished to speak with. Granted--this was not a weekday, 
but there was so little traffic I could run across the street with no prob- 
lem. In fact, one driver’féven stopped to give me the right-of-way. 

Just recently, the townspeople voted down a bid by Wal-Greens to dem- 
olish several buildings on upper Mechanic St. for a SUPER drug store. As 
I recall--it seems they agreed to widen the road through the Center of 
town... (pay-back???) 

Look at our surrounding towns--the small, country-like centers are 
rapidly vanishing. Many changes have already taken place in the Center--do 
we need more?? 

A tremendous amount of traffic passes through our town on weekdays, 
but by adding more stores, more traffic congestion is not the answer. This 
section of town is very small, considering the routes one must take--to 
work, to the train, etc.---- 

As a life-long resident, I can remember years ago, when the fire-siren 
sounded, many jobs were put on hold as the call-firemen left their work. 
Several workers in Thayer's store across from the Fire Station, took off 
their aprons, put orders on hold and ran across the street to 'man' 
the fire-trucks. Can you see anything close to that happening today with 
the hundreds of cars that pass through that area? They'd take their life 
in their hands, even attempting it. 

School children played on the Common(which is no longer there) in 
front of Center School....The little penny-candy stores, gas stations, etc. 
are all gone. Center School is about to be demolished. Open pastures have 
been turned into malls. The small town centers are rapidly disappearing. 
LET'S SAVE WHAT LITTLE WE DO HAVE!!!!I'm not against progress, but let's 
curtail some of these grandiose..... 


Anonymous 


Have you ever heard or used any of DONATIONS 


these OLD sayings?? 
Phyllis Rhodes 

Dead as a Doornail South Elementary-Gr. 4 
Mad as a March hare Dorothy SRERE Sha 
Proud as a peacock Lester-Miriam Wilcox 
Clean as a Whistle Floyd-Maribelle Heno 
Happy as a Lark Patrick Leonard 
Deaf as a Hatter June(Hall) Merrick 


Marge(Richardson) Fennessey 


The Kutchers 
Ray & Marce Cook 
Sylvia Knight 


\ 
JUST WONDERING, 
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L. F. THAYER Anonymous 
Groceries and Grain Janet(Brown) Roach 
Coal and Wood 
BELLINGHAM 
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HOME-TOWN BOY--on a ONE-MAN MISSION His task could have been label- 
ed "Mission Impossible". He was ex- 
James J. Buckley pected to penetrate enemy lines, 
go to New Albany, reach the railroad 
yard, find a particular railroad 


Born and raised in Bellingham, car, blow it up and escape back to 
Tom Dooley joined the Union Army in Tennessee. 
May 1861, at the age of 15. On April 
23, 1865, at the ripe old age of 19, To avoid detection and capture, 
he fought his last battle in the war. | pooley dressed all in black. His 
During those 4 years, Dooley was con- commanding officer reminded him that 
tinuously engaged in some form of war- if he was caught, he probably would 
fare. be hanged immediately. A Union sol- 


| dier would be treated as a prisoner 
After participating in the pats le of war, but a civilian would be 
of Fairfax, he was assigned to promptly hanged. 
Grierson's Raiders. On April 23, 1863, | 
Dooley and the rest of Grierson's men 
attacked the vital South Railroad fac- 
ility at Newton Station in Northern 
Mississippi. After destroying the rail 
road trains and cutting the telegraph 
lines, Grierson raced through Miss. 
destroying telegraph lines wherever When night was about to fall, 
possible. Dooley began his 25-mile ride into 
Mississippi. Avoiding well-traveled 


Dooley acknowledged the risk 
he was taking but felt his need to 
pass through rebel lines unseen out- 
weighed the fate he would suffer 
if taken alive. 


sees sal be et 


Confederate General John Pember- roads, he was able to reach New 
ton tried to stop Grierson and his men Albany without encountering any of 
Instead Grierson not only eluded Pem- the enemy. 
) berton but drew the Rebel forces away | 
from key battles with Union troops. After locating the railroad 
} Eventually Pemberton, disgusted and yard, Dooley saw that his next chal- 
exhausted gave up the pursuit. lenge was to determine which of the 


20 railroad cars contained the ex- 


By then, Dooley had acquired the plosives. He soon identified his 


reputation of being someone who would | target with the help of the rebel 
willingly undertake dangerous assign- forces, for Confederate soldiers © 
ments...When he returned to Tennessee , had completely encircled one parti- 
in mid-May 1863, he was asked if he ' cular boxcar. 


would be interested in going back to 
Mississippi to destroy some military 
supplies. Union officials had discov- cluded area, Dooley crept through 

ered that an important supply station : the woods behind the car. Realizing 
had been overlooked. Rather than have | he had to get the soldiers away 


Tethering his horse in a se- 


| the entire unit go back into Miss., tha from the car, he started a fire in 

|} Union Army was looking for a few good |: the nearby woods. 

}men to undertake this job of destroy- 

jing the military supplies at New Alban As he expected, the Rebels 
Mississippi. | left their post to put out the blaze. 

This gave him only a brief opportu- 

Having been one of Grierson's | nity to run to the boxcar, set it 

horse soldiers, Dooley was quite fami- afire and escape undetected. Dooley 


liar with this area. He readily agreed took full advantage of that opport- 

} to handle the job, with the understand unity. 

jing he would be doing it alone. He fel . 

jhe he could elude capture if he was | He later estimated it had 

alone. | taken him less than 60 seconds to 
run from his hiding place, get the 


fire going and run back to his horse. 


HOW WE DO THINGS AT SELLINGHAM, MASS. 


Dooley didn't wait to see if he 
had been successfu] - He reasoned that 
if he didn't near any explosion soon, 
he would know he had failed. He need 
not have worried. As he began gallop- 
ing toward Tennessee, the air was 
filled for miles around with the deaf- 
ening roar of exploding ammunition, 
accompanied by the anguished shouts 
of Confederate soldiers. 


TIMELY TOPIC 


The electric clock is handier 
To tell the time of day-- 
As quiet as a little mouse 
It runs upon its way. 


But something seems amiss somehow 
Without the chatterbox- 
That wind-up clock that told the 
time 
With audible tick-tocks. 


And when I go to bed at night 
I want the old kind near, 
It had a soporific sound 
Most soothing to the ear. 


The dignified electric clock 

More ladylike may be; 
But I prefer the spunky kind 
That "tocked" right back to me! | 
Cora May Preble 


POST CARDS--1909-1910 


ite 


THE LONG HOT SOMMER 


Renember how long the summers seemed when 
we were kids? The hot weather would start 
about the middle of May but it wasn't hunid 
and the nights were cool. By the first part 
of June, we were picking peas and straw- 
berries. The days were long and the evenings 
pleasantly cool. By the first of July it got 
hot and humid and it seemed like we gota 
thunderstorm every day. The sky would get so 
‘dark the street lights would come on. The 
Wind would blow and the lightning would be 
sharp and deadly, often accompanied with hail 
Kids out playing would head for home. When 
the storm was over, we'd don our bathing 
Suits and stand under the ends of gutters 
Where tne water was pouring down. As the sun 
came out again there would often be a rainbow 
and it would get hot and humid again. 

The old swimming hole got a lot of use as 
we cooled off. The adults sweat it out at 
theix jobs or in the qarden. Aircondition- 
ing wasn't around back then. Fans would be 
humming and some stores had ceiling fans but 
most were verv warm and uncomfortable. My 
mom always seemed to pick the hottest day of 
the simmer to take me shopping for school 
clothes. I'd try the dresses on anc then 
| struggie to get them off as tney stuck to my 

damp skin. How I hated shopping for school 
clothes. Most of the time the dresses needed 
} shortening. I'd stand on a chair wi1ilé the 
| hem was pinned up and complain wecause it 
| took so long while I was readlv to pass out 
| with the heat. 
By mid summer, with the garden producing 
j all kinds of vegetables, the canning started. 
} The kitchen stove would be burning all day, 
) making the house like an oven, along with 
nature's heat and humiditv. Because neat 
|} rises, tne bedrooms would be extremely warm 
jj and sleep impossible. Some nights we'd all 
qo down stairs and sleep on the floor in the 
‘| sunporch where it was cool. By the time 
school stared , the weather would have cooled 
Wand by mid October it would be cold. 

During the summer I spent a lot of time 
Wat Nantasket Beach. My aunt had a cottage 
} there with a big wrap aroung porch. No 
Wmatter how hot the day was You wouldneed a 
Mi dlanket at night. It would be so hot at the 
beacn, the sand would burn your feet as you 
headed for the water. Across the street, at 
Paragon Park, it was steamy but back at the 
cottage, sitting on the porch was breezy and 
cool. 

It was fun taking the train from the North 
Bellingham station on Maple Street into 


| Boston and walking to Rowes warf to take the 


boat to Nantasket. Tne sail would take about 
an hour but one day we got an unexpected treat 
when we sailed around all the small islands 
Which took two hours. 

On rainy days, the porch was a great place 
to play. We could watch the white caps way 
out in the ocean. After such storms, the 
water would be so cold your legs would get 
stiff if you went for a swim. Storms also 
washed up a lot of stones, seaweed and jelly- 
fish on the beach but it was soon cleaned up. 

At home on rainy days I used to like to 
take a book and go up in the hay barn to read 
and listen to the rain on the roof. If it was 
a nice day, we'd gather under a big tree and 
play Monopoly or jack-knife. Other games we 
played were kick the can, croquet, hop scotch, 
red rover, jump rope and numerous card games. 
There were always several of us together so 
our parents never worried. They knew we'd be 
home for our meals. 

Living in the country was an added bonus. 
However, our city friends spending the summer 
thought they had it better. Our little country 
town with its farms, open fields, cows in the 
pasture etc. is now but a pleasant memory. 

As the town grew and city folks moved in, there 
were some comical moments when they didn't 
recognize some of the vegetables we grew or know 
what a salt lick was. The most comical was 
when a young friend brought her pet goat on a 
leach to visit. One woman she passed asked 

her what kind of a dog she had? That same 

goat surprised my husband as he sat in the 

yard reading the paper and the goat jumped up 
in his lap. 

Most farms had a lot of cats to keep away 
rats and mice that used to get into the live 
stock's grain. Cats never went to the vet, 
spending their lives out doors or in one of 
the out buildings during the cold weather. 

It wasn't unusual to wake up to a cat fight 
in the middle of the night. A real midnight 
horror was when the cows got out and the whole 
family would be running around in pajamas try- 
ing to herd them back into the barn. 

For a while, when my children were young, 
we had three geese. The gander was vicious, 
even the dog was afraid of him. People were 
afraid to come in the yard because they surely 
be chased. My young son made a pet out of the 
young gander.One day I heard him honking in the 
kitchen, his neck caught in the screen door 
and his body on the doorstep. 

As we age, the summers seem to get snorter 
and shorter and the years fly by. Kids could 
not wait to grow up. We didn't realize we'd 


. never be as carefree again as we were in 


our tender youth. FMM 
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THE STORY OF RAKEVILLE 


In early America, farming was a very important factor. 

The original settlers came here from countries that had long experience in 
farming, and farm implements - but here, farm and household plots,and even pastures 
had to be developed from heavily wooded areas. 

Cattle, in early times, grazed among stumps of trees cut down to make clearings. 

A few cows were brought to America shortly after the Plymouth Colony was 
established, and some of the cows died for lack of nourishment from the coarse wild 
grasses on which they fed. 

With an increase in population, there arose a desperate need for tools to clear 
land, plow it, and raise and harvest crops. 

A few farm implements had been brought here, but most were made of wood, 
were heavy and unweildy, and those made from cast iron were brittle and easily broken. 

Casting of steel changed the farming problem, while steel axes and cutting tools 
made land clearing easier. 

Farmers in those days had only a few tools - a plough, spade, wooden fork and 
rake - and of all of these, rakes were used in almost every agricultural operation. Rakes 
changed little in design from their ancient origin, but the materials from which they were 
- and are - made did change, from wood to iron, to steel, and today they are produced in 
heavy-duty plastic form. 

Bellingham, through the years, produced farm tools for a substantial portion of 
the town’s $150,000 manufacturing valuation in 1845. By 1876, agricultural products 
were valued over $94,000, indicating an important part of our economy. 

Recognizing a need for agricultural tools, and possessing the know-how to 
manufacture them, Jeraul Wilcox commenced work in a shop in a section of South 
Bellingham on Bungay Brook, a few rods southwest of Wrentham Street. 

He was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island in 1800, and was apprenticed in a 
machine shop. 

Settling in 1848 in Bellingham, at a place then called Mechanicville, Mr. Wilcox 
developed special machines to make his rakes, and at one time employed 20 workers. 

He married three times; first Amelia, who died in 1849 at the age of 45, he next 
married Phebe Wilkinson of Bellingham who died in 1852 aged 38, and last Celecia, who 
died in 1888 at the age of 74. 

Wilcox’s business developed so well, Mechanicville became known as Rakeville. 

His machinery was adaptable to making cards for textile mills - a combing system 
for wool - and he built a prosperous trade in these and related textile machine parts. 

Jeraul Wilcox died in 1891 while still active in the business, and his son Oliver 
ran it until the shop burned around 1905. 

And although farm equipment is no longer made there, we still know the area of 
Jeraul Wilcox’s shop as Rakeville. 

FDD 
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MAILBOX 
NEws 


Dear Sir: 


Just wanted to inform you that I 
really enjoy receiving my newspaper 
and that I have Arlene(Tower) Romano 
to thank for it. It was so kind of 
her to send you a donation so I could 
receive it. I was unaware that such 
a newspaper existed. 

I am enclosing a donation to help 
defray some of your mailing expenses. 

Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely, 
Shirley(Cowen) Bonvino 
a Be Ba! 


To The Editor, 


Here is our donation for 2003. 
We do so enjoy reading the Crimpville 
Comments. Keep up the good work. 
Sincerely, 
Betty & Rich Hendrick- 


son 


Bellingham Historical Commission, 


I am a fan of the Bellingham Com- 
ments--have been for about as long as 
I can remember. 

Have you thought of making copies 
of the Bellingham Mass. Centennial 
Commemorative Coin to sell to the 
people back home and also to people 
like me who left and tried to make a 
mark in the world, after leaving a 
very small town, that I am proud of?? 

Just a thought. I love the Crimp- 
ville Comments. Keep them coming. 

A hometown boy, 

Russell J. Wilson 
Here is a small donation.. 


We enjoy receiving the Crimpville 
Comments. Enclosed is a contribution. 


Lester & Miriam Wilcox 
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To My Favorite Paper, The Crimp- 
ville Comments: 


Too bad it isn't a monthly pub- 
lication! 

Yes, George, I'm still here in 
some form. Whenever I pass a isirror 
I think who in the world is that? 

I'm enclosing a check to help 
a little toward postage, etc. 

I recently heard that Dorothea 
Ambler Spas had died. 

We always exchanged letters 
and birthday and Christmas cards, 
but I had received neither for over 
a year. When I wrote to a friend,I 
asked her if she had heard from 
Dot. She wrote back that she had 
died nearly 2 years ago. 

Dot and I had been friends 
since we were both seven. We met at 
Silver Lake. Her father had a pony- 
ride concession there. We made 
friends immediately....I remember 
running, hand in hand across the 
bridge to the dance hall where we 
danced kid-fashion, around the edge 
of the dance floor. 

It's sad to lose a good old 
friend of so many years. 

She had many friends in Belling- 
ham. I thought they might like to 
know of her death. 

Dorothy Spencer 


Bellingham Historical Commission' 


Crimpville Comments as usual 
good, in your Bicentennial year you 
people created that distinctive 
quilt, and the Time Capsule. 

I am not the ---Leonard from 
Worcester shown on pg. 3. The James 
Buckley article on Isaac Shepard 
was excellent. 

Enjoyed "More Stuff and Nonsense" 

I may have more material about 
Deborah Samson. soon, if so, will 
send it. 

Please accept enclosed check. 

Regards, 

Patrick Leonard 


Crimpville Comments: 


Enclosed please check, 
I continue to enjoy reading the 
Comments and look forward to them. 


Marge Fennessey 


AUTUMN 
by 
Charles Dickens 
'Tis pleasant on a fine spring morn 
To see the buds expand; 
'Tis pleasant in the summertime 
To see the fruitful land; 
'Tis pleasant on a winter's night 
To sit around the blaze' 
But what are joys like these, my boys, 
To merry autumn days! 
We hail the merry autumn days 
When leaves are turning red, 
Because there far more beautiful 
Than anyone has said. 
We hail the merry harvesttime, 
The gayest of the year 
The time of rich and bounteous crops, 
Rejoicing and good cheer. 


When The Frost Is On The 'Punkin' 
by 
James Whitecomb Riley 


When the frost is on the punkin'and the 
fodder's in the shock 

And you hear thebyouch and gobble of the 
struttin' turkey cock, 

And the clackin' of the guinea's, and the 
cluckin' of the hens. 

And the rooster's ballilooyer as he tip toes 
on the fence. 

O, it's then the time a feller is a feeling’ 
at his best, 

With the risin' sun to great him from 
a night of gracious rest, 

As he leaves the house bare-headed and 
goes out to feed the stock. 

When the frost is on the punkin'and the 
fodder's in the shock. 


There's sumpkin kind of hearty - like 
about the atmosphere 

When the heat of summer' over and the 
cooling fall is here. 

Of course we miss the flowers, and the 
blossoms on the trees 

And the mumble of the hummin' birds 
And the bussin' of the bees; 

But the air's so appetizen' and the land 
scape through the haze 

Of a crisp and sunny morning of the 
early autumn days. 

Is a picture that no painter has the 
colorin' to mock 

When the frost is on the punkin and the 
fodder's in the shock. 
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The husky, rusky,rustle of the tassels 
of the corn, 

And the rasping of the tangled leaves as 
golden as the morn; 

The stubble in the furries - kind o' lone- 
some like, but still 

A preachin' sermons to us of the barns 
they growed to fill: 

The straw stack in the medder, and the 
reaper in the shed, 

The hosses in their stalls below, the 
clover overhead - 

Oh, it sets my heart a clickin' like the 
tickin’ "Otwrar clock 

When the frost is on the punkin' and the 


fodder's in the shock, 
DO YOU REMEMBER?? 


“ LISTEN TO ME.” 


A Musical Comedy 


ibs 


AUSPICES 


BELLINGHAM GRANGE 


BELLINGHAM TOWN HALL 


FLORENCE KILLION Accompanist—MRS. RAYMOND PATRICK 
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Lunch Room 


BEER ON DRAUGHT 
Mendon St., Bellingham -14- 


QUESTIONS(?) & ANSWERS(') 


QUESTION: What is the Massachusetts 
“General Court?” 
ANSWER: The General Court - not to be con- 
fused with the Massachusetts Supreme Court - 
was created in the Constitutional Convention 
of 1780. 
There are two theories as to the origin of the 
name General Court; one says that originally, 
the legislature, acting as a judiciary, was the 
final court of appeals for the people. Another 
notes that the word Court in 17th century 
England applied to any general assembly. 
The first General Court assembled in Boston 
on October 25, 1780, and the Court held two, 
and sometimes three, sessions in the legislative 
year beginning on the last Wednesday in May. 
In 1832, the 10th Amendment changed the 
legislative year to begin on the first Wednes- 
day in January. In 1939, the 72nd Amendment 
again changed the sessions to biennial, but in 
1944, the 75th Amendment returned the 
sessions to annual. 
The General Court is often referred to in old 
documents as the “Great & General Court.” 
Our present General Court - the Massachu- 
setts Legislature - is bicameral; that is, it con- 
sists of two branches, the Senate, with 40 
members, and the House of Representatives, 
with 240 members. The Senators are elected 
from 40 Senatorial Districts, and for the 240 1942 BHS Football Team 
Representatives, Massachusetts is divided 
into 160 Representative Districts. 
Senatorial and Representative Districts are 


Row 1-Norman Belcher, Bill Buckley, Mur- 


apportioned, as nearly as possible, by the lin Henderson??-Don Thomas 

number of legal voters. 

Members of both branches of the General Row 2-Mr. Lahey, Wm. Foley,N.Dussault, 
Court are elected for terms of two years, 

and the ruling officers are President of the Robert Boudreau,-?-, Dan Nadolney, 
Senate, and Speaker of the House. Arthur Remillard 


By the way, there is no “State” of Massa- 


chusetts. Massachusetts is a Commonwealth 
: 4 = k, Gordon Curtis, Walter 
and titles such as “Secretary of State” and sed Pied CLE SSS i 


“State Senator” are in error. Confirmatiion of Hogarth, Billy Kennelly, Wyman Cook 
this can be found in any Massachusetts Edward Chamberland-?-,Dan Breen 


election ballot, or in the Constitution. 
FDD 
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